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Community Council Elections 2026

Candidate Nomination Pack









In terms of the Council’s Scheme for Establishment of Community Councils in South Ayrshire, Community Council elections are held every 4 years on a date set by South Ayrshire Council. The last Community Council elections took place in February 2022. The next election of members to serve on all Community Councils in South Ayrshire will take place on Friday 13th February 2026. The Community Councils are as follows:

	Name of Community Council
	Minimum number of Members 
	 Maximum number of
Members based on population

	Alloway, Doonfoot and St Leonards
	8
	16

	Ballantrae
	5
	10

	Barr
	5
	10

	Barrhill
	5
	10

	Belmont and Kincaidston
	7
	13

	Colmonell and Lendalfoot
	5
	10

	Coylton
	5
	10

	Craigie
	5
	10

	Crosshill, Straiton and Kirkmichael
	5
	10

	Dailly
	5
	10

	Dundonald
	6
	11

	Dunure and Fisherton
	5
	10

	Forehill, Holmston and Masonhill
	7
	14

	Castlehill/Masonhill/New Holmston
	
	7

	Holmston and Forehill
	
	7

	Fort, Seafield and Wallacetown
	8
	15

	Fort
	
	5

	Seafield
	
	7

	Wallacetown
	
	3

	Girvan and District
	7
	14

	Maybole
	6
	12

	Monkton
	5
	10

	Pinwherry and Pinmore
	5
	10

	Prestwick  
	9
	18

	Symington
	5
	10

	Tarbolton
	5
	10

	Troon
	9
	18




The minimum age to stand for election as a Community Councillor in South Ayrshire is 16. Qualification is by residency within the specific Community Council area. The names and addresses of individuals seeking election to a Community Council must appear in the Electoral Register of the Community Council area they wish to join at the date of election.

The closing date for receipt of nominations is 4 pm on Friday 13th February 2026

Nominations should be returned in sufficient time. Late nominations cannot be accepted.




A nomination form will be rejected if:

· It has not been properly completed and signed.

· The candidates name or address does not appear in the electoral register for the Community Council area.

On the expiry of the period for lodging nominations:

· No election shall be necessary if the number of candidates nominated is less than the maximum membership. All candidates will be declared to be elected with effect from 1st April 2026.
.
· No Community Council shall be established if the number of candidates nominated is less than 50% of the maximum membership. The Council may issue a second calling for nominations in areas where Community Councils failed to meet the minimum membership requirement within 6 months of the closing date for receipt of the first call for nominations.

· Should the number of candidates validly nominated be below the MINIMUM required membership, no Community Council will be established at that time. However, that does not preclude South Ayrshire Council from issuing a second call for nominations for a Community Council area failing to meet the minimum membership requirement within 6 months of the closing date for the registration of the first call for nominations.

· Where more nominations have been received than there are places available, a period of 7 days will be allowed for anyone who wishes to withdraw from the election process. The deadline for withdrawal of nominations will be 4pm on Monday 23rd February 2026. No nominations may be withdrawn after this date.

· At the end of the withdrawal period, an election will be organised for any Community Council that still has more candidates than it has spaces available. The Rules for Election provided below give additional information about the election process.

RULES FOR ELECTIONS 

1. Where it is determined under paragraph 3.8 of the Scheme for Establishment
of Community Councils in South Ayrshire that an election is necessary, the election shall be organised by South Ayrshire Council.  As determined appropriate by South Ayrshire Council’s Service Lead – Thriving Communities.

2. The Returning Officer for Community Council elections shall be by South Ayrshire Council’s Service Lead – Thriving Communities.

3. The election shall be carried out in accordance with the principles and procedures of the Scottish Local Government Elections Rules 2011, adjusted and amended as appropriate in accordance with these Rules made by South Ayrshire Council.

4. Any question of interpretation of the Scottish Local Government Elections Rules 2011, as amended by these Rules, shall be referred to the Returning Officer whose decision shall be final.

5. The final decision on the format of any Community Council election (e.g. ballot box, postal ballot, electronic voting) will rest with the Returning Officer.

6. The election will be conducted using the first past the post system (also known as the simple majority system).

7. Neither proxy voting nor tendered ballot paper procedures shall be incorporated in Community Council elections.

8. The provisions regarding the death of a candidate before the declaration in a contested election shall result in the abandonment of the poll.

9.  A candidate for nomination must reside within the area where such Community Council serves or represents, and their name must appear in the relevant electoral register as being entitled to vote at the date of election to the Community Council area.

10. Voters may vote and mark their ballot paper accordingly up to the number of times equivalent to the maximum number of Community Councillors permitted on the Community Council. Ballot papers, on which more votes have been cast than Councillors, are to be returned shall be regarded as wholly void.

11. The date and place of poll shall be as arranged by the Returning Officer having regard to any restrictions in place at that time.

12. Where traditional polling station voting is employed, the hours of poll shall be between 10 am and 7 pm.

13. The Returning Officer for Community Council elections is authorised to appoint officials for the conduct of elections.

14. In addition to the general duty of the Returning Officer to do any act or thing which may be necessary for effectively conducting elections under these rules, the Returning Officer is further authorised, in the application of the Scottish Local Election Rules 2011, to make any amendments or adjustments as may be appropriate or required according to local circumstances or as may be appropriate in the context of Community Council elections.

15. The Returning Officer shall plan for counting the votes as soon as practicable after the close of poll. These arrangements will have regard to any restrictions in place at that time.

16. The rejection of any ballot paper shall be decided by the Returning Officer after consultation with candidates, if present, and the decision of the Returning Officer shall be final.

17. Any other matters arising in connection with Community Council elections shall be referred to the Returning Officer whose decision shall be final.  There shall be no appeal by way of election petition or any other procedure in the context of Community Council elections.
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SOUTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL
Community Council Elections
 
PLANNING TIMETABLE 2026
 
	Full election open for nominations. Adverts placed in local press, Council website and social media.
	W/C 5th January 2026

	Closing date for ACCEPTANCE of nominations (6 weeks from opening)
	Friday 13th February 2026 at 4 pm
 
Completed nomination forms must be returned to:-
 
The Returning Officer 
Community Council Elections
County Buildings 
Wellington Square
Ayr
KA7 1DR
 
or sent by email to:- 
communitycouncils@south-ayrshire.gov.uk
 
Any queries should be addressed to Jodie McFarlane on 01292 612301 or using the email above.

	Below only carried out if a contested election is required: 

	Closing date for WITHDRAWAL of nominations
	Monday 23rd February 2026 at 4 pm

	Decision on METHOD OF ELECTION (i.e. full postal/ballot box/online)
	Tuesday 24th February 2026 

	DATE OF ELECTIONS (including final date for postal ballot papers to be received)
	Thursday 12th March 2026

	Counting of Votes
	Friday 13th March 2026

	Community Council appointments to COMMENCE
	Wednesday 1st April 2026

	FIRST MEETING following the four yearly Full Election to take place within 30 days of 1st April
	Wednesday 1st April – Friday 1st May 2026
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1973
ELECTION OF A COUNCILLOR FOR THE

_________________________________________ COMMUNITY COUNCIL

_____________________________________ SUB WARD (if applicable°)

Latest time for delivery of this form to the
Returning Officer, Community Council Elections, County Buildings,
Wellington Square, Ayr KA7 1DR – is Friday 13th February 2026 at 4 pm

The information provided by you as part of this nomination will be subject to processing by the Council as data controller. Full details of how the Council process your data can be found on the Council Privacy Notice enclosed with this nomination. 

First Name:-		…………………………………………………………………………
Any Middle Names:-	…………………………………………………………………………
Surname:-		…………………………………………………………………………
Address:-		…………………………………………………………………………
			            …………………………………………………………………………
Postcode:-		…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone:- 		………………………………	Mobile:-…………………………….
Email address:-	…………………………………………………………………………
I certify that the above particulars are correct, that I am aged 16 years or over on Friday 13th February 2026 and, whose name appears on the Register of Local Government Electors for the Community Council referred to above and, that I am not disqualified from candidature in terms of the Community Council Scheme for South Ayrshire Council (e.g. by being a member of South Ayrshire Council or by being disqualified from candidature in a Local Government Election in terms of subsections 1(b) or (c) of Section 31 of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973). 
I consent to my nomination as candidate.
Signature of Candidate …………………………………………...
Date …………………………………………………………………
Full name of Witness ……………………………………………...
Signature of Witness ………………………………………………
Address of Witness ………………………………………………..    
                                ………………………………………………...    	     Page 1/2 Nom. Form 2026                      
Candidate's Statement
(must not exceed 50 words)
This statement will be published, together with any other validly nominated candidates' statements, where there will be a contested election.  It is recommended that the candidate provides a statement saying why he/she wants to be elected, however there is no obligation on a candidate to complete this part, it is entirely optional.
PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERS
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Nomination Forms must be delivered to:-

	Returning Officer
	Community Council Elections
	South Ayrshire Council
	County Buildings
	Wellington Square
	AYR  
KA7 1DR

Enquiries:  01292 612301
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